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The Edipresse Group has decided to enter into partnership with the Ringier and NZZ press
groups in the context of commercial printing operations by becoming a shareholder of
"Swiss Printers", the largest group of printing plants in Switzerland.

IRL SA, based in Renens and currently held 100% by Edipresse, is the largest commercial
printing plant in French-speaking Switzerland with 230 employees and several hundred clients. It
prints the magazines Femina, Bilan and Télé Top Matin as well as a large number of prestigious
catalogues for luxury market firms. Historically, IRL has always been noted for its professionalism
and the quality of its production, as shown for example by the legendary Editions Skira art
publications.

Swiss Printers AG was founded in 2004 by the Ringier and NZZ groups. With a work force of
more than 1,100 employees and turnover above 300 million francs, it comprises the printing
companies Ringier Print AG in Zofingen, Zollikofer AG in St. Gallen, NZZ Fretz AG in Schlieren
and Zürcher Druck+Verlag AG in Rotkreuz.

IRL SA will join this structure, contributing turnover of more than 50 million francs and an opening
into the entire Swiss market. Edipresse SA will hold 16% of Swiss Printers AG, Ringier Print
Holding 58.8% and the NZZ group 25.2%. Finalization of the operation is still subject to formal
approval by the Competition Commission.

The initial effects of the consolidation of IRL with Swiss Printers will be seen in improved machine
capacity utilization and new customer acquisition: for example, the printing of a Ringier weekly will
be transferred to Renens in the future. The partnership will not give rise to any job losses or
particular restructuring measures at IRL, where management will continue to operate in the new
structure with the complete trust of all the company's shareholders.

http://www.edipresse.com/en/layout/set/print/presse/communiques_de_presse/2006/irl_imprimerie
s_reunies_lausanne_sa_rejoint_swiss_printers_sa



The Edipresse newspaper printing centres in Bussigny and Vernier are unaffected by this
transaction.

Commercial printing plants operate in a particularly competitive environment that requires regular
large investments in order to maintain competitiveness, performance levels and technical quality.
IRL's entry into a printing group with common objectives will allow it to maximize synergies with
regard to both investments and markets, and is the best possible opportunity for maintaining a
strong commercial printing presence in French-speaking Switzerland as well as preserving
employment in the sector.

Like the other partners of Swiss Printers, IRL will continue to present itself independently to the
market, providing under its own name the services that have proved their worth and made its
reputation. However, so as to serve client needs better, its range of offerings will be enlarged
thanks to the greater possibilities made available with the presence of five impressively equipped
and complementary production sites. 
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